THE PLOUGH AND THE HOE        IOI

The plough Is associated with the cultivation of grain*
the domestication of cattle, and the working of Iron, all of
wMch can be shown to have originated in South-west Asia
or Egypt. The simple plough Is always found in association
with the sledge, the clod-breaker, threshing by treading, the
wirmowing-shovel or basket* and the draw-well with counter-
poise. It Is never associated with the harrow or flail, but
these latter are always associated with the Improved forms of
plough.

These facts are incompatible with the usual theories of
independent invention, but suggest an elaborate agricultural
complex, with later Improvements, diffused from some part
of the area of the old high cultures.